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The Information Society Reader Jun 14 2021 There has been much
debate over the idea of 'the information society'. Some thinkers have
argued that information is becoming the key ordering principle in
society, whereas others suggest that the rise of information has been
overstated. Whatever the case, it cannot be denied that 'informization'
has produced vast changes in advanced societies. The Information
Society Reader pulls together the main contributions to this debate from
some of the key figures in the field. Major topics addressed include: *
post-industrialism * surveillance * transformations * the network society
* democracy * digital divisions * virtual relations. With a
comprehensive introduction from Frank Webster, selections from
Manuel Castells, Anthony Giddens, Michel Foucault and Christopher
Lasch amongst others, and section introductions contextualising the
readings, this book will be an invaluable resource for students and
academics studying contemporary society and all things cyber.
Cryptography's Role in Securing the Information Society Dec 09 2020
For every opportunity presented by the information age, there is an
opening to invade the privacy and threaten the security of the nation,
U.S. businesses, and citizens in their private lives. The more information
that is transmitted in computer-readable form, the more vulnerable we
become to automated spying. It's been estimated that some 10 billion
words of computer-readable data can be searched for as little as $1.
Rival companies can glean proprietary secrets . . . anti-U.S. terrorists can
research targets . . . network hackers can do anything from charging
purchases on someone else's credit card to accessing military
installations. With patience and persistence, numerous pieces of data can
be assembled into a revealing mosaic. Cryptography's Role in Securing
the Information Society addresses the urgent need for a strong national
policy on cryptography that promotes and encourages the widespread

use of this powerful tool for protecting of the information interests of
individuals, businesses, and the nation as a whole, while respecting
legitimate national needs of law enforcement and intelligence for
national security and foreign policy purposes. This book presents a
comprehensive examination of cryptography--the representation of
messages in code--and its transformation from a national security tool to
a key component of the global information superhighway. The
committee enlarges the scope of policy options and offers specific
conclusions and recommendations for decision makers. Cryptography's
Role in Securing the Information Society explores how all of us are
affected by information security issues: private companies and
businesses; law enforcement and other agencies; people in their private
lives. This volume takes a realistic look at what cryptography can and
cannot do and how its development has been shaped by the forces of
supply and demand. How can a business ensure that employees use
encryption to protect proprietary data but not to conceal illegal actions?
Is encryption of voice traffic a serious threat to legitimate law
enforcement wiretaps? What is the systemic threat to the nation's
information infrastructure? These and other thought-provoking questions
are explored. Cryptography's Role in Securing the Information Society
provides a detailed review of the Escrowed Encryption Standard (known
informally as the Clipper chip proposal), a federal cryptography standard
for telephony promulgated in 1994 that raised nationwide controversy
over its "Big Brother" implications. The committee examines the
strategy of export control over cryptography: although this tool has been
used for years in support of national security, it is increasingly criticized
by the vendors who are subject to federal export regulation. The book
also examines other less well known but nevertheless critical issues in
national cryptography policy such as digital telephony and the interplay
between international and national issues. The themes of Cryptography's
Role in Securing the Information Society are illustrated throughout with
many examples -- some alarming and all instructive -- from the worlds
of government and business as well as the international network of
hackers. This book will be of critical importance to everyone concerned
about electronic security: policymakers, regulators, attorneys, security
officials, law enforcement agents, business leaders, information

managers, program developers, privacy advocates, and Internet users.
Privacy in the Information Society Jan 10 2021 Information society
projects promise wealth and better services to those countries which
digitise and encourage the consumer and citizen to participate. As paper
recedes into the background and digital data becomes the primary
resource in the information society, what does this mean for privacy?
Can there be privacy when every communication made through everdeveloping ubiquitous devices is recorded? Data protection legislation
developed as a reply to large scale centralised databases which contained
incorrect data and where data controllers denied access and refused to
remedy information flaws. Some decades later the technical world is
very different one, and whilst data protection remains important, the
cries for more privacy-oriented regulation in commerce and eGov
continue to rise. What factors should underpin the creation of new means
of regulation? The papers in this collection have been drawn together to
develop the positive and negative effects upon the information society
which privacy regulation implies.
Architects of the Information Society Nov 19 2021 The Massachusetts
Institute of Technology's Laboratory for Computer Science (LCS)
hasbeen responsible for some of the most significant technological
achievements of the past fewdecades. Much of the hardware and
software driving the information revolution has been, andcontinues to
be, created at LCS. Anyone who sends and receives email,
communicates with colleaguesthrough a LAN, surfs the Web, or makes
decisions using a spreadsheet is benefiting from thecreativity of LCS
members.LCS is an interdepartmental laboratory that brings together
faculty,researchers, and students in a broad program of study, research,
and experimentation. Theirprincipal goal is to pursue innovations in
information technology that will improve people's lives.LCS members
have been instrumental in the development of ARPAnet, the Internet, the
Web, Ethernet,time-shared computers, UNIX, RSA encryption, the X
Windows system, NuBus, and many othertechnologies.This book,
published in celebration of LCS's thirty-fifth anniversary, chronicles
itshistory, achievements, and continued importance to computer science.
The essays are complemented byhistorical photographs.
Knowledge Workers in the Information Society Dec 29 2019

Knowledge Workers in the Information Society addresses the changing
nature of work, workers, and their organizations in the media,
information, and knowledge industries. These knowledge workers
include journalists, broadcasters, librarians, filmmakers and animators,
government workers, and employees in the telecommunications and high
tech sectors. Technological change has become relentless. Corporate
concentration has created new pressures to rationalize work and
eliminate stages in the labor process. Globalization and advances in
telecommunications have made real the prospect that knowledge work
will follow manufacturing labor to parts of the world with low wages,
poor working conditions, and little unionization. McKercher and Mosco
bring together scholars from numerous disciplines to examine
knowledge workers from a genuinely global perspective.
Digital Skills Mar 31 2020 The first book to systematically discuss the
skills and literacies needed to use digital media, particularly the Internet,
van Dijk and van Deursen's clear and accessible work distinguishes
digital skills, analyzes their roles and prevalence, and offers solutions
from individual, educational, sociological, and policy perspectives.
The Information Society Aug 29 2022 Mattelart unpacks the notion of
the information society, and examines why it has become the dominant
paradigm for social change. He also asks why the notion has come to be
dominant in the absence of any critical examination of the conditions
under which it has been produced.
The Information Society and the Welfare State Sep 25 2019 The
Mobile Valley - Innovation About Innovating - The Welfare of the
Nation - The Local Information Society - The Power of Identity - The
Finnish Model of the Information Society.
European Modernism and the Information Society Feb 29 2020 Uniting
a team of international and interdisciplinary scholars, this volume
considers the views of early twentieth-century European thinkers on the
creation, dissemination and management of publicly available
information. Interdisciplinary in perspective, the volume reflects the
nature of the thinkers discussed, including Otto Neurath, Patrick Geddes,
the English Fabians, Paul Otlet, Wilhelm Ostwald and H. G. Wells. The
work also charts the interest since the latter part of the nineteenth
century in finding new ways to think about and to manage the growing

body of available information in order to achieve aims such as the
advancement of Western civilization, the alleviation of inequalities
across classes and countries, and the promotion of peaceful coexistence
between nations. In doing so, the contributors provide a novel historical
context for assessing widely-held assumptions about today's globalized,
'post modern' information society. This volume will interest all who are
curious about the creation of a modern networked information society.
Technology and In/equality Mar 24 2022 Technology and In/equality
explores the diverse implications of the new information and
communication technologies through case studies of their applications in
three main areas - media, education and training, and work. Questions of
access to and control over crucial resources such as information,
knowledge, skills and income ae addressed drawing upon insights from
science and technology studies, innovation theory, sociology and
cultural studies. All of the chapters question the meanings of the terms
'technology' and 'inequality' and of the widespread association of
technology with progress. Written with a non-specialist readership in
mind, all complex theories and key concepts are carefully explained
making the book easily accessible and relevant to a wide range of
courses.
Digital Nation Jan 28 2020 The long-term social benefits of building an
inclusive information society: a national action plan. As our social
institutions migrate into cyberspace, the digitally disenfranchised face
increasing hardships. What happens when—in search of quick and cheap
fixes—a government office shuts down and is replaced by a public Web
site? What happens when a company accepts only online job
applications? Inevitably, those most in need of the services and
opportunities offered are further marginalized. In Digital Nation, Tony
Wilhelm shows us how to build a more inclusive information society,
offering a plan that reaps the benefits offered by the new technology
while avoiding the pitfalls of social exclusion. Technology, he tells us,
isn't the problem—it's the use of technology that can empower or
control, unite or divide; we need to recover the ideas of social justice and
fairness that have been lost in the rush to make things faster and cheaper.
In Wilhelm's vision of an inclusive digital nation, everyone can take
advantage of the new technology. With everyone part of the information

society, we can revolutionize the way we educate our citizens, deliver
healthcare, and engage in productive work. The result will be increased
efficiency and productivity that will lead to long-term savings of billions
of dollars and an enhanced quality of life as technology expands choice
and opportunity. We can begin to bring this about by expanding access
to computers and making it easier to acquire digital literacy skills. To do
nothing—to turn a blind eye to the promise of an inclusive
technology—would cost us socially and economically. Digital Nation's
call for action sets the terms for a new debate on bridging the digital
divide.
Theories of the Information Society Aug 17 2021 Information is
regarded as a distinguishing feature of our world. Where once
economies were built on industry and conquest, we are now part of a
global information economy. Pervasive media, expanding information
occupations and the development of the internet convince many that
living in an Information Society is the destiny of us all. Coping in an era
of information flows, of virtual relationships and breakneck change
poses challenges to one and all. In Theories of the Information Society
Frank Webster sets out to make sense of the information explosion,
taking a sceptical look at what thinkers mean when they refer to the
Information Society, and critically examining the major post-war
approaches to informational development. The fourth edition of this
classic study brings it up to date with new research and with social and
technological changes – from the ‘Twitter Revolutions’ of North Africa,
to financial crises that introduced the worst recession in a life time, to
the emergence of social media and blogging – and reassesses the work of
key theorists in the light of these changes. More outspoken than in
previous editions, Webster urges abandonment of Information Society
scenarios, preferring analysis of the informatization of long-established
relationships. This interdisciplinary book is essential reading for those
trying to make sense of social and technological change in the post-war
era. It addresses issues of central concern to students of sociology,
politics, geography, communications, information science, cultural
studies, computing and librarianship.
Theories of the Information Society Jun 26 2022 Popular opinion
suggests that information has become a distinguishing feature of the

modern world. Where once economies were built on industry and
conquest, we are now instead said to be part of a global information
economy. In this new and thoroughly revised edition of his popular
book, author Webster brings his work up-to-date both with new
theoretical work and with social and technological changes - such as the
rapid growth of the internet and accelerated globalization - and
reassesses the work of key theorists in light of these changes. This book
is essential reading for students of contemporary social theory and
anybody interested in social and technological change in the post-war
era.
The Information Society Jun 22 2019 This book provides an overview of
debates about whether we are entering into a phase of social existence
without precedent - the 'information society'. Intended as a bridge
between the literatures of 'social theory' and the 'social impact of
technology', this study exposes the myths surrounding the creation of the
information society, discussing technologies such as cable TV and
robotics.
Copyright in the Information Society May 02 2020 This substantially
revised second edition evaluates the Directive on Copyright in the
Information Society and its interpretation by the European Court of
Justice in the light of its implementation and application in the EU's 28
member states. Following the initial implementation of the Directive,
many member states have enacted further legislation to supplement or
refine their earlier implementation: this edition will take these important
developments into account. Providing a snapshot of the status quo of
copyright protection in the member states, this book is an indispensable
tool for the national implementation of the newly adopted Directive on
Copyright in the Digital Single MarketKey features of the updated
second edition include:* Chapters authored by experts from all 28
member states, providing detailed analysis on how the Directive has
been implemented and applied on a national level* Contextual chapters
on the relevant WIPO treaties and the Directive that highlight areas of
discretion left to national legislators* Updated review of the European
Court's case law that serves to interpret the Directive* Expanded
Foreword by Dr Jörg Reinbothe, the architect of the
Directive.Combining practical information on implementation of the

Directive with the latest academic research this book will be of great
value to policy makers, practising lawyers and researchers alike. The
book will be of particular interest for the further development of
copyright in the Digital Single Market since it captures the status quo of
copyright protection in the member states at a decisive moment in the
legislative debate.
Information Society Studies Sep 29 2022 We are often told that we are
"living in an information society" or that we are "information workers."
But what exactly do these claims mean, and how might they be verified?
In this important methodological study, Alistair S. Duff cuts through the
rhetoric to get to the bottom of the "information society thesis." Wideranging in coverage, this study will be of interest to scholars in
information science, communication and media studies and social
theory. It is a key text for the newly-unified specialism of information
society studies, and an indispensable guide to the future of this
discipline.
Living the Information Society in Asia Nov 27 2019 Undeniably, Asian
societies are in a period of transition, when people are learning to live
with new information and communication technologies (ICTs) - whether
in commerce, government or development work. Living the Information
Society in Asia describes the interaction of people and new ICTs as the
technologies seep into everyday life, such as how mobile phones forge
relationships among families separated by migration, how camera
phones threaten personal space, how cultural identities are strengthened
in call centres, and how religion is incorporated into the new
communication technologies people use. Living the Information society
in Asia looks at the phenomenon as it unfolds and raises the implications
for policy and future research.
Transnational Advocacy Networks in the Information Society Sep 05
2020 This book examines the role of transnational advocacy networks in
enabling effective participation for individual citizens in the deliberative
processes of global governance. Contextualized around the international
conference setting of the United Nations-sponsored World Summit on
the Information Society (WSIS) in 2003 and 2005, the book sees
epistemic communities and information and communication
technologies (ICTs) as critical to the effectiveness of this important

organizational form. Historically, governments have dominated the
official “conference diplomacy” surrounding these World Summits.
However, reflecting the UN General Assembly resolution authorizing
WSIS, transnational civil society and private sector organizations were
invited to participate as official partners in a multistakeholder dialogue
at the summit alongside the more traditional governments and
international organizations. This book asks: are transnational advocacy
networks active in the global information society influential partners in
these global governance processes, or merely symbolic tokens—or
pawns? Cogburn explores the factors that enabled some networks—such
as the Internet Governance Caucus—to persist and thrive, while others
failed, and sees linkages with epistemic communities—such as the
Global Internet Governance Academic Network—and ICTs as critical to
network effectiveness.
The Early Information Society Apr 24 2022 Whether termed the
'network society', the 'knowledge society' or the 'information society', it
is widely accepted that a new age has dawned, unveiled by powerful
computer and communication technologies. Yet for millennia humans
have been recording knowledge and culture, engaging in the
dissemination and preservation of information. In `The Early
Information Society', the authors argue for an earlier incarnation of the
information age, focusing upon the period 1900-1960. In support of this
they examine the history and traditions in Britain of two separate but
related information-rich occupations - information management and
information science - repositioning their origins before the age of the
computer and identifying the forces driving their early development.
`The Early Information Society' offers an historical account which
questions the novelty of the current information society. It will be
essential reading for students, researchers and practitioners in the library
and information science field, and for sociologists and historians
interested in the information society.
The Future of Identity in the Information Society Feb 08 2021 Digitising
personal information is changing our ways of identifying persons and
managing relations. What used to be a "natural" identity, is now as
virtual as a user account at a web portal, an email address, or a mobile
phone number. It is subject to diverse forms of identity management in

business, administration, and among citizens. Core question and source
of conflict is who owns how much identity information of whom and
who needs to place trust into which identity information to allow access
to resources. This book presents multidisciplinary answers from
research, government, and industry. Research from states with different
cultures on the identification of citizens and ID cards is combined
towards analysis of HighTechIDs and Virtual Identities, considering
privacy, mobility, profiling, forensics, and identity related crime. "FIDIS
has put Europe on the global map as a place for high quality identity
management research." –V. Reding, Commissioner, Responsible for
Information Society and Media (EU)
Brazil@digitaldivide.com Aug 05 2020
The Information Society Oct 31 2022 What is information? Who are the
information rich and who are the information poor? In this updated book
the information society is explored in the light of the economic and
social pressures which are placed upon information gatherers and
keepers. The commercial value of information to those who wish to
access it and to those who wish to process and disseminate it becomes
increasingly important in a world where information can be transmitted
in split seconds.
Knowledge in the Information Society May 26 2022 This book
provides a snapshot of state-of-the-art interdisciplinary discussions in
Russia about technology in the information society. New technologies
are subject to original theoretical analysis, but there are also reflections
on the practical experience of their application. The book covers a range
of topics which includes human–technology interaction, education in
digital reality, distance education due to COVID-19 quarantine
measures, cognitive technologies, system analytics of information and
communication technologies. The book collects contributions from
philosophy, didactics, computer sciences, sociology, psychology, media
studies, and law. It contains a selection of papers accepted for
presentation at the XX International Conference «Professional Culture of
the Specialist of the Future» (26–27 November 2020, St. Petersburg) and
the XII International Conference «CommunicativeStrategies of the
Information Society» (23–24 October 2020, St. Petersburg).
Theories of the Information Society May 14 2021 Information has

come to be regarded as a symbol of the age in which we live. Talk
nowadays is of an `information technology' revolution, even of an
`information society'. But just what does this mean? In Theories of the
Information Society Frank Webster sets out to make sense of the
information explosion. He examines and assesses a variety of `images of
the information society', and takes a sceptical look at what thinkers mean
when they do refer to an `information society'. He looks closely at
different approaches to informational developments, and provides
critical commentaries on all the major post-war theories.
Discrimination and Privacy in the Information Society Jul 28 2022
Vast amounts of data are nowadays collected, stored and processed, in
an effort to assist in making a variety of administrative and
governmental decisions. These innovative steps considerably improve
the speed, effectiveness and quality of decisions. Analyses are
increasingly performed by data mining and profiling technologies that
statistically and automatically determine patterns and trends. However,
when such practices lead to unwanted or unjustified selections, they may
result in unacceptable forms of discrimination. Processing vast amounts
of data may lead to situations in which data controllers know many of
the characteristics, behaviors and whereabouts of people. In some cases,
analysts might know more about individuals than these individuals know
about themselves. Judging people by their digital identities sheds a
different light on our views of privacy and data protection. This book
discusses discrimination and privacy issues related to data mining and
profiling practices. It provides technological and regulatory solutions, to
problems which arise in these innovative contexts. The book explains
that common measures for mitigating privacy and discrimination, such
as access controls and anonymity, fail to properly resolve privacy and
discrimination concerns. Therefore, new solutions, focusing on
technology design, transparency and accountability are called for and set
forth.
Cryptography In The Information Society Nov 07 2020 This textbook
describes the main techniques and features of contemporary
cryptography, but does so using secondary school mathematics so that
the concepts discussed can be understood by non-mathematicians. The
topics addressed include block ciphers, stream ciphers, public key

encryption, digital signatures, cryptographic protocols, elliptic curve
cryptography, theoretical security, blockchain and cryptocurrencies,
issues concerning random numbers, and steganography. The key results
discussed in each chapter are mathematically proven, and the methods
are described in sufficient detail to enable their computational
implementation. Exercises are provided.
A Normative Theory of the Information Society Feb 20 2022 There is
a clear need for a systematic, integrative, and rigorous normative theory
of the information society. In this book, Duff offers a prescriptive theory
to help to guide the academic and policy communities as they debate the
future shape of emerging post-industrial, information-based societies. He
argues that information policy needs to become anchored in a left-liberal
philosophy which foregrounds a feasible permutation of the core ideals
of freedom, equality and brotherhood. The information society, if it is to
be worth having at all, cannot be allowed to be largely the outcome of
the free play of market forces and technological determinism. The social
structure, including the information economy, must be subjected to a
regulatory axiological system as explicated by some leading proponents
of social democracy. This text will be of interest to scholars and students
at the cutting edge of information studies, journalism and media,
computer science, sociology, politics, philosophy, management and law.
The Information Society Reader Jun 02 2020 Pulling together
contributions to the information society debate from some of the field's
key figures, this book addresses and examines key topics, providing an
invaluable resource for students and academics alike.
The Global Information Society Jan 22 2022 Today, information and
the technologies that store and disseminate it are producing deep-rooted
and widespread changes in society - changes of the same magnitude as
those that occurred during the Industrial Revolution. The purpose of this
book is to give a complete picture of the information society by
examining in detail the social, economic, political, and cultural roles of
information and information technology. This book is effectively a
second edition of the author's classic The Information Society. In it, the
author illustrates the major trends in and inter-relationships between
information, information and communication technologies, and the
global economy and society. In tracing the direction of information-

based change he reveals the implications for ordinary citizens, for the
quality of everyday life, for economic and social activity, and examines
the prospects of nations and trading blocs. This book provides a new
way of looking at society, one that is essential for understanding social
and economic structures and processes in the information age.
Security in the Information Society Jul 04 2020 Recent advances in
technology and new software applications are steadily transforming
human civilization into what is called the Information Society. This is
manifested by the new terminology appearing in our daily activities. EBusiness, E-Government, E-Learning, E-Contracting, and E-Voting are
just a few of the ever-growing list of new terms that are shaping the
Information Society. Nonetheless, as "Information" gains more
prominence in our society, the task of securing it against all forms of
threats becomes a vital and crucial undertaking. Addressing the various
security issues confronting our new Information Society, this volume is
divided into 13 parts covering the following topics: Information Security
Management; Standards of Information Security; Threats and Attacks to
Information; Education and Curriculum for Information Security; Social
and Ethical Aspects of Information Security; Information Security
Services; Multilateral Security; Applications of Information Security;
Infrastructure for Information Security Advanced Topics in Security;
Legislation for Information Security; Modeling and Analysis for
Information Security; Tools for Information Security. Security in the
Information Society: Visions and Perspectives comprises the
proceedings of the 17th International Conference on Information
Security (SEC2002), which was sponsored by the International
Federation for Information Processing (IFIP), and jointly organized by
IFIP Technical Committee 11 and the Department of Electronics and
Electrical Communications of Cairo University. The conference was
held in May 2002 in Cairo, Egypt.
Well-Being in the Information Society. Fruits of Respect Mar 12
2021 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 8th
International Conference on Well-Being in the Information Society, WIS
2020, held in Turku, Finland, in August 2020. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic the conference was held online. The 19 revised full papers
presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 25 submissions.

The submitted papers present academic contributions on the topics of
intersection of health, ICT and fruits of respect as seen from different
directions and contexts. The paperd are organized in the following
topical sections: improving quality and containing cost in health care and
care for the elderly by using information technology; collecting the fruits
of respect in entrepreneurship and management of organizations; friend
or foe: society in the area of tension between free data movement and
data protection; bridging the digital divide: strengthening (health-)
literacy and supporting trainings in information society.
Global Information Society Oct 26 2019 This unique and empowering
text offers a comprehensive, global perspective on the information
society from a broad social science perspective. The authors, at the
forefront of this dynamic field, provide an interdisciplinary introduction
to the three pillars of the information society—technology, knowledge,
and mobility—and to the global information society as a whole, both as
an interconnected web and a regionally distinct phenomenon. Offering a
nuanced understanding of this complex subject, this book will enable
students to navigate and thrive in the dynamic and evolving world of
information and communication technology.
Transforming Government and Building the Information Society
Oct 07 2020 Information and communication technology (ICT) is central
to reforming governance, innovating public services, and building
inclusive information societies. Countries are learning to weave ICT into
their strategies for transforming government as enterprises have learned
to use ICT to innovate and transform their processes and competitive
strategies. ICT-enabled transformation offers a new path to digital-era
government that is responsive to the challenges of our time. It facilitates
innovation, partnering, knowledge sharing, community organizing, local
monitoring, accelerated learning, and participatory development. In
Transforming Government and Building the Information Society, Nagy
Hanna draws on multi-disciplinary research on ICT in the public sector,
and on his rich experience of over 35 years at the World Bank and other
aid agencies, to identify the key ingredients for the strategic integration
of ICT into governance and poverty reduction strategies. The author
showcases promising practices from around the world to outline the
strategic options involved in using ICT to maximize developmental

impact—transforming government institutions and public services, and
empowering communities for inclusion and grassroots innovation.
Despite the ICT promise, Hanna acknowledges that reforming
governance and empowering poor communities are difficult long-term
undertakings. Hanna moves beyond the imperatives and visions of etransformation to strategic design and implementation options, and
draws practical lessons for policymakers, reformers, innovators,
community leaders, ICT specialists and development experts.
Global Information Society Aug 24 2019 "Global Information Society:
Operating Information Systems in a Dynamic Global Business
Environment is a collection of new ideas, latest technology applications
and experiences in global information systems development and
operations. It contributes significantly to the academic, research and
corporate business communities."--BOOK JACKET.
Critique, Social Media and the Information Society Dec 21 2021 In
times of global capitalist crisis we are witnessing a return of critique in
the form of a surging interest in critical theories (such as the critical
political economy of Karl Marx) and social rebellions as a reaction to the
commodification and instrumentalization of everything. On one hand,
there are overdrawn claims that social media (Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube, etc) have caused uproars in countries like Tunisia and Egypt.
On the other hand, the question arises as to what actual role social media
play in contemporary capitalism, crisis, rebellions, the strengthening of
the commons, and the potential creation of participatory democracy. The
commodification of everything has resulted also in a commodification of
the communication commons, including Internet communication that is
today largely commercial in character. This book deals with the
questions of what kind of society and what kind of Internet are desirable,
how capitalism, power structures and social media are connected, how
political struggles are connected to social media, what current
developments of the Internet and society tell us about potential futures,
how an alternative Internet can look like, and how a participatory,
commons-based Internet and a co-operative, participatory, sustainable
information society can be achieved.
Beyond the Digital Divide Jul 16 2021 This book advances the
understanding of the relationship between social inequality and Internet

use by bringing forth a new, contextual approach. It encourages a
rethinking of the information society theory, information policies, and
the role of social science in the process of informatization.
The Deepening Divide Jul 24 2019 The Deepening Divide: Inequality
in the Information Society explains why the digital divide is still
widening and, in advanced high-tech societies, deepening. Taken from
an international perspective, the book offers full coverage of the
literature and research and a theoretical framework from which to
analyze and approach the issue. Where most books on the digital divide
only describe and analyze the issue, Jan van Dijk presents 26 policy
perspectives and instruments designed to close the divide itself.
The Information Society: Evolving Landscapes Apr 12 2021 UR
Reader consists of a set of essays written by international authors many
0 of whom are acknowledged experts in one or more aspects of
information technology (IT) and its implications for society. The
contents have been influenced by the fact that the relationship between
IT and society has to be considered in an holistic context. Our purpose
has been to present this series of essays in the loosely related
perspectives of landscapes which reflect that holism. As editors, we have
chosen to leave people free to select the different perspectives and
traverse the landscapes in any manner they choose. The Reader seeks to
raise social awareness of the issues at stake when we talk 1 about
computers and social accountability and aims to encourage wider discus
sion of the issues involved. It has a normative set of aims and indicates a
determi nation to explore a possible reshaping and restructuring of
information technol ogy according to human needs. In an Epilogue, new
pointers are given for action. In what follows, we describe the rationale
behind "The Information Society: Evolving Landscapes"; we move from
the conference held at the University of Namur in June, 1988, which
shaped the perspectives, then on to the various routes by which the
landscapes can be traversed.
Key Thinkers for the Information Society Sep 17 2021 Key Thinkers for
the Information Society provides an introduction to some important
social theorists whose work has considerable relevance to today's 'brave
new world' of information and communication technologies. With the
aim of widening current perspectives on the information society, each

contributor introduces a particular theorist and discusses the way in
which their insights can be reintroduced into debates regarding the
social, political and cultural impact of ICTs. Theorists presented in
Volume 1 include some well-known and some less well-known figures:
Walter Benjamin; Murray Edeleman; Jacques Ellul; Harold Innes; Lewis
Mumford; Karl Polanyi; Eric Elmer Scattachneider and Raymond
Williams. Each has something fresh and pertinent to say and taken as a
whole this volume provides an exciting new resource for contemporary
studies.
Information and Society Oct 19 2021 A short, informal account of our
ever-increasing dependence on a complex multiplicity of messages,
records, documents, and data. We live in an information society, or so
we are often told. But what does that mean? This volume in the MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series offers a concise, informal account of
the ways in which information and society are related and of our everincreasing dependence on a complex multiplicity of messages, records,
documents, and data. Using information in its everyday, nonspecialized
sense, Michael Buckland explores the influence of information on what
we know, the role of communication and recorded information in our
daily lives, and the difficulty (or ease) of finding information. He shows
that all this involves human perception, social behavior, changing
technologies, and issues of trust. Buckland argues that every society is
an “information society”; a “non-information society” would be a
contradiction in terms. But the shift from oral and gestural
communication to documents, and the wider use of documents facilitated
by new technologies, have made our society particularly information
intensive. Buckland describes the rising flood of data, documents, and
records, outlines the dramatic long-term growth of documents, and
traces the rise of techniques to cope with them. He examines the
physical manifestation of information as documents, the emergence of
data sets, and how documents and data are discovered and used. He
explores what individuals and societies do with information; offers a
basic summary of how collected documents are arranged and described;
considers the nature of naming; explains the uses of metadata; and
evaluates selection methods, considering relevance, recall, and precision.
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