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Bankers and Bolsheviks Nov 03 2022 A must-read financial history for investors navigating today's volatile global markets
Following an unprecedented economic boom fed by foreign investment, the Russian Revolution triggered the largest
sovereign default in history. In Bankers and Bolsheviks, Hassan Malik tells the story of this boom and bust, chronicling the
experiences of leading financiers of the day as they navigated one of the most lucrative yet challenging markets of the first
modern age of globalization. He reveals how a complex web of factors—from government interventions to competitive
dynamics and cultural influences—drove a large inflow of capital during this tumultuous period. This gripping book
demonstrates how the realms of finance and politics—of bankers and Bolsheviks—grew increasingly intertwined, and how
investing in Russia became a political act with unforeseen repercussions.
Bukharin and the Bolshevik Revolution Feb 23 2022 This classic biography carefully traces Bukharin's rise to and fall from
power, focusing particularly on the development of his theories and programmatic ideas during the critical period between
Lenin's death in 1924 and the ascendancy of Stalin in 1929.
Lenin and the Revolutionary Party Sep 08 2020 For generations, historians of the right, left, and center have all debated
the best way to understand V. I. Lenin’s role in shaping the Bolshevik party in the years leading up to the Russian
Revolution. At their worst, these studies locate his influence in the forcefulness of his personality. At their best, they show
how Lenin moved other Bolsheviks through patient argument and political debate. Yet remarkably few have attempted to
document the ways his ideas changed, or how they were in turn shaped by the party he played such a central role in building.
In this thorough, concise, and accessible introduction to Lenin’s theory and practice of revolutionary politics, Paul Le Blanc
gives a vibrant sense of the historical context of the socialist movement (in Russia and abroad) from which Lenin’s ideas
about revolutionary organization spring. What emerges from Le Blanc’s partisan yet measured account is an image of a
collaborative, ever adaptive, and dynamically engaged network of revolutionary activists who formed the core of the
Bolshevik party.
The Russian Revolution: A Very Short Introduction Sep 28 2019 This Very Short Introduction provides an analytical
narrative of the main events and developments in Soviet Russia between 1917 and 1936. It examines the impact of the
revolution on society as a whole—on different classes, ethnic groups, the army, men and women, youth. Its central concern
is to understand how one structure of domination was replaced by another. The book registers the primacy of politics, but
situates political developments firmly in the context of massive economic, social, and cultural change. Since the fall of
Communism there has been much reflection on the significance of the Russian Revolution. The book rejects the currently
influential, liberal interpretation of the revolution in favour of one that sees it as rooted in the contradictions of a backward
society which sought modernization and enlightenment and ended in political tyranny. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Bolsheviks and the Soviets Jul 07 2020
Dear Comrades May 17 2021 This book presents, for the first time in English, a collection of previously unpublished
Menshevik documents from the Hoover Institution Archives. It draws a dramatic picture of the Russian Civil War and the
establishment of the Communist dictatorship as witnessed by the Russian Social Democrats, or Mensheviks. When the

opposing Bolsheviks consolidated their power to emerge as the ruling party of the 1917 revolution, the Mensheviks' political
influence was swept away and most were driven to exile in Siberia. These are not official party statements, but vivid reports,
letters, and eyewitness accounts by Mensheviks who came from diverse walks of life and lived in various areas within the
Soviet Union. A mosaic of individual portraits, specific situations, and tragedies illustrates the conflict, struggle, and
repression during the period of Soviet politics under Lenin. Vladimir Brovkin has focused this unusual collection not on
governments and key rulers, but on the accounts of ordinary citizens testifying to the historic power struggle that raged
between the two political parties as they vied for supremacy within post-czarist Russia. Brovkin has skillfully edited the
letters, reports, and documents in this book to create a unique documentary history of the Russian Revolution and the
ensuing Civil War.
Road to Terror Mar 03 2020 "Now updated with new facts, and abridged for use in Soviet history courses, this gripping book
assembles top-secret Soviet documents, translated into English, from the era of Stalin's purges. The dossiers, police reports,
private letters, secret transcripts, and other documents expose the hidden inner workings of the Communist Party and the
dark inhumanity of the purge process."[book cover].
Wall Street and the Bolshevik Revolution Oct 02 2022 "Why did the American Red Cross Mission to Russia include more
financiers than medical doctors? Rather than caring fro the victims of war and revolution, its members seemed more intent
on negotiating contracts with the Kerensky government, and subsequently the Bolshevik regime ... Sutton establishes
tangible historical links between US capitalists and Russian communists. Drawing on State Department files, personal papers
of key Wall Street figures, biographies and conventional histories, Sutton ... traces the foundations of Western funding of the
Soviet Union"--Publisher's description.
The Bolsheviks in Russian Society Oct 22 2021 Was the Bolshevik success in Russia during the revolution and civil war
years a legitimate expression of the will of the people? Or did Russian workers, peasants, bourgeoisie, and upper-class
groups pose numerous challenges to Bolshevik authority, challenges that were put down through unyielding repression? In
this book distinguished scholars from East and West draw on recently opened archives to challenge the commonly held view
that the Bolsheviks enjoyed widespread support and that their early history was simply a march toward inevitable victory.
They show instead that during this period Russian society was at war with itself and with the Bolsheviks. Authors discuss
such previously neglected subjects as government policies toward women and toward religious institutions, the protests of
workers and peasants, and the anti-Bolshevik movements and parties. In particular, they investigate the actions of other
political parties and White leaders, the peasant rebellions and workers' strikes, Bolshevik operations against the church,
attitudes toward peasant and working-class women, and new data on Lenin (the last in a chapter by Richard Pipes).
Describing not one civil war but several social, political, and military confrontations going on simultaneously, they portray a
Russia in turmoil and an outcome that was by no means inevitable.
The Bolsheviks and the National Question, 1917–23 Sep 01 2022 In a timely re-examination of the origins of the system
which fell apart so dramatically in 1991, this book deals with the policies of the Soviets towards the non-Russian
nationalities of the former Russian Empire. Making extensive use of previously unavailable material from the Soviet
archives, Jeremy Smith explores the attempts of the Bolsheviks to promote the development of minority nationalities in the
Soviet context, through a combination of political, cultural and educational measures, and looks at the disputes surrounding
the creation of the Soviet Union.
The Bolsheviks in Russian Society Jan 13 2021 In this book distinguished scholars from East and West draw on recently
opened archives to challenge the commonly held view that the Bolsheviks enjoyed widespread support and that their early
history was simply a march toward inevitable victory. They show instead that during this period Russian society was at war
with itself and with the Bolsheviks. Authors discuss such previously neglected subjects as government policies toward
women and toward religious institutions, the protests of workers and peasants, and the anti-Bolshevik movements and
parties. Describing not one civil war but several social, political, and military confrontations going on simultaneously, they
portray a Russia in turmoil and on outcome that was by no means inevitable.
The Bolsheviks and the Red Army 1918-1921 Jun 17 2021 The emergence of the military agency of the Soviet state is a
crucial but neglected aspect of inter-war Soviet history, and in this pioneering study Francesco Benvenuti provides a detailed
analysis of the politics (as opposed to the operational activities) of the Red Army during the Civil War. Several historians
have suggested that the roots of Stalinism may be found in the Bolshevik experience during the Civil War, and Benvenuti
shows that the military opposition inside the party was much stronger than conventionally supposed: Trotsky's subsequent
political weakness owed much to his ruthless pursuit of military goals not always in direct harmony with party interests, as
did his technocratic attempts to extend the role of specialist advisers at the expense of party officials.
The Bolsheviks Come to Power May 29 2022 For generations in the West, Cold War animosity blocked dispassionate
accounts of the Russian Revolution. This history authoritatively restores the upheaval's primary social actors-workers,
soldiers, and peasants-to their rightful place at the center of the revolutionary process.
To Break Russia's Chains Nov 30 2019 A brilliant examination of the enigmatic Russian revolutionary about whom Winston
Churchill said "few men tried more, gave more, dared more and suffered more for the Russian people," and who remains a
legendary and controversial figure in his homeland today. Although now largely forgotten outside Russia, Boris Savinkov
was famous, and notorious, both at home and abroad during his lifetime, which spans the end of the Russian Empire and the
establishment of the Soviet Union. A complex and conflicted individual, he was a paradoxically moral revolutionary
terrorist, a scandalous novelist, a friend of epoch-defining artists like Modigliani and Diego Rivera, a government minister, a
tireless fighter against Lenin and the Bolsheviks, and an advisor to Churchill. At the end of his life, Savinkov conspired to be

captured by the Soviet secret police, and as the country’s most prized political prisoner made headlines around the world
when he claimed that he accepted the Bolshevik state. But as this book argues, this was Savinkov’s final play as a gambler
and he had staked his life on a secret plan to strike one last blow against the tyrannical regime. Neither a "Red" nor a
"White," Savinkov lived an epic life that challenges many popular myths about the Russian Revolution, which was arguably
the most important catalyst of twentieth-century world history. All of Savinkov’s efforts were directed at transforming his
homeland into a uniquely democratic, humane and enlightened state. There are aspects of his violent legacy that will, and
should, remain frozen in the past as part of the historical record. But the support he received from many of his countrymen
suggests that the paths Russia took during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries--the tyranny of communism, the
authoritarianism of Putin’s regime--were not the only ones written in her historical destiny. Savinkov's goals remain a
poignant reminder of how things in Russia could have been, and how, perhaps, they may still become someday. Written with
novelistic verve and filled with the triumphs, disasters, dramatic twists and contradictions that defined Savinkov's life, this
book shines a light on an extraordinary man who tried to change Russian and world history.
Midwives of the Revolution Jun 05 2020 "The Bolshevik seizure of power in 1917 and the ensuing communist regime have
often been portrayed as a man's revolution, with women as bystanders or even victims. Midwives of the Revolution
examines the powerful contribution made by women to the overthrow of tsarism in 1917 and their importance in the
formative years of communism in Russia. Focusing on the masses as well as the high-ranking intelligentsia, Midwives of the
Revolution is the first sustained analysis of female involvement in the revolutionary era of Russian history. The authors
investigate the role of Bolshevik women and the various forms their participation took. Drawing on the experiences of
representative individuals, the authors discuss the important relationship between Bolshevik women and the workers in the
turbulent months of 1917. The authors demonstrate that women were an integral part of the revolutionary process and
challenge assumptions that they served merely to ignite an essentially masculine revolt. By placing women center stage,
without exaggerating their roles, this study enriches our understanding of a momentous event in twentieth-century history."-Publisher description.
A People's History of the Russian Revolution Aug 27 2019 The Russian Revolution may well be the most misunderstood
event in modern history. In A People's History of the Russian Revolution, Neil Faulkner sets out to debunk the myths. In this
fast-paced introduction to the tumultuous events, the Russian people are the heroes. Faulkner shows how a mass movement
of millions, organised in democratic assemblies, mobilised for militant action, destroyed a regime of landlords, profiteers and
warmongers.He rejects caricatures of Lenin and the Bolsheviks as authoritarian conspirators, 'democratic-centralists' or the
progenitors of Stalinist dictatorship. He argues that the Russian Revolution was an explosion of democracy and creativity and that it was crushed by bloody counter-revolution and replaced with a monstrous form of bureaucratic statecapitalism.Laced with first-hand testimony, this history seeks to rescue the democratic essence of the revolution from its
detractors and deniers, offering a perfect primer for the modern reader.
Trading with the Bolsheviks Feb 11 2021 The aims of this work are to examine the political, economic, financial and
normative reasoning used by the governments and key departments of state of the three main victors of the First World War the United States, Britain and France - in their decision-making on the question of whether or not to trade with the Soviet
Union in the inter-war years; and to put the debate about Russian trade within these countries into the wider context of the
domestic political and economic problems facing them and, in particular, to examine how the economic legacy of the
Revolution, especially the denunciation of all Czarist-era debts to the West and the confiscation of Western property in the
Soviet Union, as well as the question of concessions, discussion of which parallelled the debate on trade.
No Less Than Mystic Nov 10 2020 Published in the centenary year of the 1917 Russian Revolution, No Less Than Mystic
is a fresh and iconoclastic history of Lenin and the Bolsheviks for a generation uninterested in Cold War ideologies and
stereotypes. Although it offers a full and complete history of Leninism, 1917, the Russian Civil War and its aftermath, the
book devotes more time than usual to the policies and actions of the socialist alternatives to Bolshevism – to the Menshevik
Internationalists, the Socialist Revolutionaries (SRs), the Jewish Bundists and the anarchists. It prioritises Factory
Committees, local Soviets, the Womens’ Zhenotdel movement, Proletkult and the Kronstadt sailors as much as the
statements and actions of Lenin and Trotsky. Using the neglected writings and memoirs of Mensheviks like Julius Martov,
SRs like Victor Chernov, Bolshevik oppositionists like Alexandra Kollontai and anarchists like Nestor Makhno, it traces a
revolution gone wrong and suggests how it might have produced a more libertarian, emancipatory socialism than that created
by Lenin and the Bolsheviks. The book broadly covers the period from 1903 (the formation of the Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks) to 1921 (the suppression of the Kronstadt rebellion) and explains why the Bolshevik Revolution degenerated so
quickly into its apparent opposite, and continually examines the Leninist experiment through the lens of a 21st century, decentralised, ecological, anti-productivist and feminist socialism. Throughout its narrative it interweaves and draws parallels
with contemporary anti-capitalist struggles such as those of the Zapatistas, the Kurds, the Argentinean “Recovered
Factories”, Occupy, the Arab Spring, the Indignados and Intersectional feminists, attempting to open up the past to the
present and points in between. We do not need another standard history of the Russian Revolution. This is not one.
Revolution of the Mind Nov 22 2021 Content Description #Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
Socialism 101 Oct 10 2020 Socialism 101 is a comprehensive and accessible guide to the historical and modern applications
of socialism. In today’s political climate, more and more presidential candidates are espousing socialist—or democratic
socialist—policies. Once associated with oppression, socialism is now a current topic of conversation with everyday
Americans, including policies like taxing the rich and healthcare for all. But what exactly is socialism and why does it spark
such an intense debate? Socialism 101 provides an easy-to-understand, unbiased overview to the nearly 300-year-old origins

of this mode of government, its complex history, basic constructs, modern-day interpretations, key figures in its
development, and up-to-date concepts and policies in today’s world. As capitalism has become less appealing and socialism
experiences a surge in popularity, the need for clarification of what it means has never been more necessary than now.
A Companion to the Russian Revolution Jul 27 2019 A compendium of original essays and contemporary viewpoints on the
1917 Revolution The Russian revolution of 1917 reverberated throughout an empire that covered one-sixth of the world. It
altered the geo-political landscape of not only Eurasia, but of the entire globe. The impact of this immense event is still felt
in the present day. The historiography of the last two decades has challenged conceptions of the 1917 revolution as a
monolithic entity— the causes and meanings of revolution are many, as is reflected in contemporary scholarship on the
subject. A Companion to the Russian Revolution offers more than thirty original essays, written by a team of respected
scholars and historians of 20th century Russian history. Presenting a wide range of contemporary perspectives, the
Companion discusses topics including the dynamics of violence in war and revolution, Russian political parties, the
transformation of the Orthodox church, Bolshevism, Liberalism, and more. Although primarily focused on 1917 itself, and
the singular Revolutionary experience in that year, this book also explores time-periods such as the First Russian Revolution,
early Soviet government, the Civil War period, and even into the 1920’s. Presents a wide range of original essays that
discuss Brings together in-depth coverage of political history, party history, cultural history, and new social approaches
Explores the long-range causes, influence on early Soviet culture, and global after-life of the Russian Revolution Offers
broadly-conceived, contemporary views of the revolution largely based on the author’s original research Links Russian
revolutions to Russian Civil Wars as concepts A Companion to the Russian Revolution is an important addition to modern
scholarship on the subject, and a valuable resource for those interested in Russian, Late Imperial, or Soviet history as well as
anyone interested in Revolution as a global phenomenon.
The Bolsheviks Jan 25 2022 The rise of the Bolsheviks is an epic Russian story that now has a definitive end. The major
historian of the subject, Adam Ulam, has enlarged his classic work with a new Preface that puts the revolutionary moment,
and especially Lenin, in perspective for our modern age.
The French Revolutionary Tradition in Russian and Soviet Politics, Political Thought, and Culture Apr 15 2021 The
Bolsheviks sought legitimacy and inspiration in historic revolutionary traditions, and Jay Bergman argues that they saw the
revolutions in France in 1789, 1830, 1848, and 1871 as supplying practically everything Marxism lacked, including guidance
in constructing socialism and communism, and useful fodder for political and personal polemics.
Red Theology: On the Christian Communist Tradition Jan 01 2020 In Red Theology: On the Christian Communist
Tradition, Roland Boer presents key moments in the 2,000 year tradition of Christian communism, moving from its roots in
New Testament texts to unique developments in North Korea.
The Bolsheviks and the Chinese Revolution 1919-1927 Jul 31 2022 Based mainly on unknown Russian archival sources
which have previously been unobtainable, this book analyses the Bolshevik concepts of the Chinese revolution and their
reception in China. Issues include the role of the three Bolshevik leaders, Lenin, Stalin, and Trotsky in trying to lead the
Chinese Communists to victory, the real nature of the Trotsky-Stalin split in the Comintern, and a dramatic history of the
Chinese Oppositionist movement in Soviet Russia.
The Bolsheviks and the October Revolution Apr 27 2022
Imperialist War and the Bolsheviks Apr 03 2020 1st and 2nd Imperialist Wars and the approach of Bolsheviks
The Estate Origins of Democracy in Russia Mar 15 2021 Lankina traces the origins of Russia's inequalities over the past two
centuries from the Tsarist institution of estates, through communism, to the present day.
The Bolsheviks and the Russian Empire Sep 20 2021 This book offers a new interpretation of the Russian Revolution,
finding that nearly two-thirds of the Bolsheviks were ethnic minorities.
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) Oct 29 2019 CONTENTS The Struggle for the
Creation of a Social-Democratic Labour Party in Russia (1883 - 1901) Formation of the Russian Social-Democratic Labour
Party. Appearance of the Bolshevik and the Menshevik Groups Within the Party (1901 - 1904) The Mensheviks and the
Bolsheviks in the Period of the Russo-Japanese War and the First Russian Revolution (1904 - 1907) The Mensheviks and the
Bolsheviks in the Period of the Stolypin Reaction. The Bolsheviks Constitute Themselves an Independent Marxist Party
(1908 - 1912) The Bolshevik Party During the New Rise of the Working-Class Movement Before the First Imperialist War
(1912 - 1914) The Bolshevik Party in the Period of the Imperialist War. The Second Revolution in Russia (1914 - March
1917) The Bolshevik Party in the Period of Preparation and Realization of the October Socialist Revolution (April 1917 1918) The Bolshevik Party in the Period of Foreign Military Intervention and Civil War (1918 - 1920) The Bolshevik Party
in the Period of Transition to the Peaceful Work of Economic Restoration (1921 - 1925) The Bolshevik Party in the Struggle
for the Socialist Industrialization of the Country (1926 - 1929) The Bolshevik Party in the Struggle for the Collectivization of
Agriculture (1930 - 1934) The Bolshevik Party in the Struggle to Complete the Building of the Socialist Society.
Introduction of the New Constitution (1935 - 1937)
The House of Government Aug 20 2021 On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, the epic story of an enormous
apartment building where Communist true believers lived before their destruction The House of Government is unlike any
other book about the Russian Revolution and the Soviet experiment. Written in the tradition of Tolstoy's War and Peace,
Grossman’s Life and Fate, and Solzhenitsyn’s The Gulag Archipelago, Yuri Slezkine’s gripping narrative tells the true story
of the residents of an enormous Moscow apartment building where top Communist officials and their families lived before
they were destroyed in Stalin’s purges. A vivid account of the personal and public lives of Bolshevik true believers, the book
begins with their conversion to Communism and ends with their children’s loss of faith and the fall of the Soviet Union.

Completed in 1931, the House of Government, later known as the House on the Embankment, was located across the
Moscow River from the Kremlin. The largest residential building in Europe, it combined 505 furnished apartments with
public spaces that included everything from a movie theater and a library to a tennis court and a shooting range. Slezkine
tells the chilling story of how the building’s residents lived in their apartments and ruled the Soviet state until some eight
hundred of them were evicted from the House and led, one by one, to prison or their deaths. Drawing on letters, diaries, and
interviews, and featuring hundreds of rare photographs, The House of Government weaves together biography, literary
criticism, architectural history, and fascinating new theories of revolutions, millennial prophecies, and reigns of terror. The
result is an unforgettable human saga of a building that, like the Soviet Union itself, became a haunted house, forever
disturbed by the ghosts of the disappeared.
Freud and the Bolsheviks Jan 31 2020 This study explores Freud's influence in Russia during the 20th century, discussing
the lives of the Russian Freudians. The author concludes that the oscillations in Russian attitudes toward Freud during Soviet
rule reflected shifting tensions within Russian culture at large.
History's Greatest Heist Jun 25 2019 Historians have never resolved a central mystery of the Russian Revolution: How did
the Bolsheviks, despite facing a world of enemies andleaving nothing but economic ruin in their path, manage to stay in
power through five long years of civil war? In this penetrating book, Sean McMeekin draws on previously undiscovered
materials from the Soviet Ministry of Finance and other European and American archives to expose some of the darkest
secrets of Russia s early days of communism. Building on one archival revelation after another, the author reveals how the
Bolsheviks financed their aggression through astonishingly extensive thievery. Their looting included everything from the
cash savings of private citizens to gold, silver, diamonds, jewelry, icons, antiques, and artwork. By tracking illicit Soviet
financial transactions across Europe, McMeekin shows how Lenin s regime accomplished history s greatest heist between
1917 and 1922 and turned centuries of accumulated wealth into the sinews of class war. McMeekin also names names,
introducing for the first time the compliant bankers, lawyers, and middlemen who, for a price, helped the Bolsheviks launder
their loot, impoverish Russia, and impose their brutal will on millions."
Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime Jul 19 2021 Explores the formative years of the Soviet Union under communism,
ranging from the Bolshevik takeover in 1918 to the 1924 death of Lenin, and examines the impact of Bolshevik leaders and
period events on the USSR
The Firebird and the Fox May 05 2020 A century of Russian artistic genius, including literature, art, music and dance,
within the dynamic cultural ecosystem that shaped it.
Prelude to Revolution Mar 27 2022 Rabinowitch documents how the party's pluralistic nature had crucial implications for
the outcome of the revolution in October.
The Bolsheviks in Power Jun 29 2022 Access to newly opened archives has allowed Alexander Rabinowitch to
substantially rewrite the history of how the Bolsheviks consolidated their power in Russia. Focusing on the first year of
Soviet rule in St Petersburg, he shows how state organs evolved in the face of repeated crises.
Communism and the Emergence of Democracy Dec 12 2020 Before democracy becomes an institutionalised form of
political authority, the rupture with authoritarian forms of power causes deep uncertainty about power and outcomes. This
2007 book connects the study of democratisation in eastern Europe and Russia to the emergence and crisis of communism.
Wydra argues that the communist past is not simply a legacy but needs to be seen as a social organism in gestation, where
critical events produce new expectations, memories and symbols that influence meanings of democracy. By examining a
series of pivotal historical events, he shows that democratisation is not just a matter of institutional design, but rather a
matter of consciousness and leadership under conditions of extreme and traumatic incivility. Rather than adopting the
opposition between non-democratic and democratic, Wydra argues that the communist experience must be central to the
study of the emergence and nature of democracy in (post-) communist countries.
Russia Under the Bolshevik Regime Dec 24 2021 Pipes is a widely recognized authority on Russia and is currently Baird
professor of History at Harvard University. This is the final volume in his magisterial history of the Russian Revolution,
covering the period from the outbreak of the Civil War in 1918 to Lenin's death in 1924.
The Rise and Demise of World Communism Aug 08 2020 A concise, readable, and novel interpretation of the history of
communist states. Sixteen states came to be ruled by communist parties during the 20th century. One, the Soviet Union, was
geographically the largest nation in the world and a superpower. Another, China, had the world's largest population. At
communism's high point, its adherents envisioned global triumph. Today, however, only five communist regimes remain in
power. Why? In The Rise and Demise of World Communism, George Breslauer, a specialist who has spent decades
observing the evolution of communist states, provides a sweeping history of the world communist movement, focusing in
particular on what communist states shared in common and why they began to differ from each other over time. Throughout,
Breslauer explores the relations among communist states as well as the relations between those states and the world of
increasingly affluent, and militarily formidable, democratic-capitalist powers. He finds that these regimes all came to power
in the context of warfare or its aftermath, followed by the consolidation of power by a revolutionary elite that valued
"revolutionary violence" as the preferred means to an end, based upon Marx's vision of apocalyptic revolution and Lenin's
conception of party organization. As Breslauer shows, all these regimes went on to "build socialism" according to a Stalinist
template and were initially dedicated to "anti-imperialist struggle" as members of a world communist movement. But their
common features gave way to diversity, difference, and defiance after the death of Joseph Stalin in 1953. For many reasons,
and in many ways, those differences soon blew apart the world communist movement and eventually led to the collapse of
European communism. Even though a few communist regimes still remain in power, the dream of world communism is

dead. But the future of the remaining communist regimes is uncertain. An accessible history of one of the most important
political phenomena of the past 150 years, The Rise and Demise of World Communism provides readers with a crisp account
of the entire movement--from the theories of Marx and Lenin to the on-the-ground policies of Stalin, Mao, Gorbachev, Deng,
and other communist leaders-that culminates in our own era.
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