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The Bastard of Istanbul
Jan 27 2022 One rainy afternoon in Istanbul a woman walks into a doctor's
surgery. 'I want an abortion', she announces. She is nineteen years old, and unmarried. What happens that
afternoon is to change her life, and the lives of everyone around her. Twenty years later, Asya Kazanci
lives with her extended family in Istanbul. Due to a mysterious family curse all the men die by age 41,
so it is a house of women, among them her beautiful, rebellious mother, Zeliha, clairvoyant Auntie Banu
and bar-brawl widow, Auntie Cevriye. But when Asya's Armenian-American cousin Armanoush comes to stay,
long-hidden family secrets and Turkey's turbulent past begin to emerge.
Disquiet
Sep 10 2020 From the internationally bestselling author of Serenade for Nadia, a powerful story
of love and faith amidst the atrocities committed by ISIS against the Yazidi people. Disquiet transports
the reader to the contemporary Middle East through the stories of Meleknaz, a Yazidi Syrian refugee, and
Hussein, a young man from the Turkish city of Mardin near the Syrian border. Passionate about helping
others, Hussein begins visiting a refugee camp to tend to the thousands of poor and sick streaming into
Turkey, fleeing ISIS. There, he falls in love with Meleknaz—whom his disapproving family will call “the
devil” who seduced him—and their relationship sets further tragedy in motion. A nuanced meditation on the
nature of being human and an empathetic, probing look at the past and present of these Mesopotamian
lands, Disquiet gives voice to the peoples, faiths, histories, and stories that have swept through this
region over centuries.
The Flea Palace
Apr 29 2022 By turns comic and tragic, Elif Shafak's The Flea Palace is an outstandingly
original novel driven by an overriding sense of social justice. Bonbon Palace was once a stately
apartment block in Istanbul. Now it is a sadly dilapidated home to ten wildly different individuals and
their families. There's a womanizing, hard-drinking academic with a penchant for philosophy; a 'clean
freak' and her lice-ridden daughter; a lapsed Jew in search of true love; and a charmingly naïve mistress
whose shadowy past lurks in the building. When the garbage at Bonbon Palace is stolen, a mysterious
sequence of events unfolds that result in a soul-searching quest for truth. "An enchanting combination of
compassion and cruelty . . . Elif Shafak is the best author to come out of Turkey in the last decade" Orhan Pamuk "Hyper-active and hilarious" - Independent Elif Shafak is the acclaimed author of The Bastard
of Istanbul and The Forty Rules of Love and is the most widely read female novelist in Turkey. Her work
has been translated into more than thirty languages. She is a contributor for The Telegraph, Guardian and
the New York Times and her TED talk on the politics of fiction has received 500 000 viewers since July
2010. She is married with two children and divides her time between Istanbul and London.
Black Milk
Nov 24 2021 Black Milk is the affecting and beautifully written memoir on motherhood and
writing by Turkey's bestselling female writer Elif Shafak, author of Honour, The Gaze and The Bastard of
Istanbul which was long-listed for the Orange prize. Postpartum depression affects millions of new
mothers every year, and- like most of its victims- Elif Shafak never expected to be one of them. But
after the birth of her first child in 2006, the internationally bestselling Turkish author remembers how
"for the first time my adult life . . . words wouldn't speak to me". As her despair finally eased, Shafak
sought to resuscitate her writing life by chronicling her own experiences. In her intimate memoir, she
reveals how she struggled to overcome her depression and how literature provided the salvation she so
desperately needed. 'An intimate, affecting memoir . . . Her passion for literature is contagious, and
her struggle with postpartum depression and writer's block reinforces how carefully all of us must tread.
Beautifully rendered, Shafak's Black Milk is an epic poem to women everywhere' Colleen Mondor Elif Shafak
is the acclaimed author of The Bastard of Istanbul and The Forty Rules of Love and is the most widely
read female novelist in Turkey. Her work has been translated into more than thirty languages. She is a
contributor for The Telegraph, Guardian and the New York Times and her TED talk on the politics of
fiction has received 500 000 viewers since July 2010. She is married with two children and divides her
time between Istanbul and London.
10 Minutes 38 Seconds in this Strange World
Feb 13 2021 SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2019 'Expect
vibrant, vivid and eye-opening descriptions of Middle Eastern life propelled by a tender storyline, all
in Shafak's haunting, beautiful and considered prose' Vanity Fair 'Incredibly sensuous and poetic and
evocative' Pandora Sykes 'Richly uplifting... truly beautiful writing' Nicola Sturgeon 'In the first
minute following her death, Tequila Leila's consciousness began to ebb, slowly and steadily, like a tide
receding from the shore...' For Leila, each minute after her death recalls a sensuous memory: spiced goat
stew, sacrificed by her father to celebrate the birth of a yearned-for son; bubbling vats of lemon and

sugar to wax women's legs while men are at prayer; the cardamom coffee she shares with a handsome student
in the brothel where she works. Each fading memory brings back the friends she made in her bittersweet
life - friends who are now desperately trying to find her . . . 'Simply magnificent, a truly captivating
work of immense power and beauty, on the essence of life and its end' Philippe Sands 'Elif Shafak brings
into the written realm what so many others want to leave outside. Spend more than ten minutes and 38
seconds in this world of the estranged. Shafak makes a new home for us in words' Colum McCann 'Elif
Shafak's extraordinary 10 Minutes, 38 Seconds in this Strange World is a work of brutal beauty and
consummate tenderness' Simon Schama 'A rich, sensual novel... This is a novel that gives voice to the
invisible, the untouchable, the abused and the damaged, weaving their painful songs into a thing of
beauty.' Financial Times 'One of the best writers in the world today' Hanif Kureishi 'Haunting, moving,
beautifully written. A masterpiece' Peter Frankopan 'Extraordinary' Guardian 'Life-affirming' Stylist
*Elif Shafak's latest novel The Island of Missing Trees is available now*
The Long Gaze Back
Aug 10 2020
How to Stay Sane in an Age of Division
Sep 03 2022 'Elegant ... calm and generous' Mary Beard, Guardian
The must-read, pocket-sized Big Think book of 2020 One of the Guardian's 'Best Books to Inspire
Compassion' One of Independent's Books of the Month A Cosmopolitan 'Revolutionary Read' Ours is the age
of contagious anxiety. We feel overwhelmed by the events around us, by injustice, by suffering, by an
endless feeling of crisis. So, how can we nurture the parts of ourselves that hope, trust and believe in
something better? And how can we stay sane in this age of division? In this powerful, uplifting plea for
conscious optimism, Booker Prize-nominated novelist and activist Elif Shafak draws on her own memories
and delves into the power of stories to bring us together. In the process, she reveals how listening to
each other can nurture democracy, empathy and our faith in a kinder and wiser future.
Fragments of Culture
Oct 31 2019 Fragments of Culture explores the evolving modern daily life of Turkey.
Through analyses of language, folklore, film, satirical humor, the symbolism of Islamic political
mobilization, and the shifting identities of diasporic communities in Turkey and Europe, this book
provides a fresh and corrective perspective to the often-skewed perceptions of Turkish culture engendered
by conventional western critiques. In this volume, some of the most innovative scholars of post 1980s
Turkey address the complex ways that suburbanization and the growth of a globalized middle class have
altered gender and class relations, and how Turkish society is being shaped and redefined through
consumption. They also explore the increasingly polarized cultural politics between secularists and
Islamists, and the ways that previously repressed Islamic elements have reemerged to complicate the idea
of an "authentic" Turkish identity. Contributors examine a range of issues from the adjustments to
religious identity as the Islamic veil becomes marketed as a fashion item, to the media's increased
attention in Turkish transsexual lifestyle, to the role of folk dance as a ritualized part of public
life. Fragments of Culture shows how attention to the minutiae of daily life can successfully unravel the
complexities of a shifting society. This book makes a significant contribution to both modern Turkish
studies and the scholarship on cross-cultural perspectives in Middle Eastern studies.
The High Caul Cap
Aug 29 2019 The High Caul Cap is both the name of a traditional Irish air and a symbol
for the link remaining after birth between mother and child. The caul was superstitiously regarded as a
good omen and so kept at the hearth as a preservative against drowning. This symbolic gesture helps us to
fathom the watery imagery in this volume, which traces the decline and death of the poet s mother. Medbh
McGuckian s writing is always profoundly sensual, but now, with the maternal body at stake in its
meditations, the physical takes on supernatural powers. Poetry relies on the senses for proof, much as
the doubter relies on touch to be convinced of the miraculous. Mother-daughter relationships move down
the generations (I discover a photograph / of my beautiful sculpted daughter from Corner of Field with
Farm ) trying to establish the exact nature of their love. As in many of McGuckian s books, blue is a
sacred color (of the Madonna, the sea, the sky) and saints and angels appear throughout the volume as
though to remind us of how the masters used such icons to transform their myths into art. McGuckian uses
these icons to grieve for, interrogate, and transform into poetry her late mother s tangible gaze. "
Mr Wilder and Me
Jun 27 2019 **The dazzling new novel from the prize-winning, bestselling author of
Middle England** In the heady summer of 1977, a naïve young woman called Calista sets out from Athens to
venture into the wider world. On a Greek island that has been turned into a film set, she finds herself
working for the famed Hollywood director Billy Wilder, about whom she knows almost nothing. But the time
she spends in this glamorous, unfamiliar new life will change her for good. While Calista is thrilled
with her new adventure, Wilder himself is living with the realisation that his star may be on the wane.
Rebuffed by Hollywood, he has financed his new film with German money, and when Calista follows him to
Munich for the shooting of further scenes, she finds herself joining him on a journey of memory into the
dark heart of his family history. In a novel that is at once a tender coming-of-age story and an intimate
portrait of one of cinema's most intriguing figures, Jonathan Coe turns his gaze on the nature of time
and fame, of family and the treacherous lure of nostalgia. When the world is catapulting towards change,
do you hold on for dear life or decide it's time to let go?
_______________________________________________________ Praise for Jonathan Coe 'Coe is a writer of
uncommon decency' Observer 'Brilliantly funny' Economist 'Superb' Times 'Very, very funny' Stylist
The Gaze Nov 05 2022 A beautiful and compelling novel, Elif Shafak's The Gaze considers the damage which
can be inflicted by our simple desire to look at others "I didn't say anything. I didn't return his
smiles. I looked at him in the wide mirror in front of where I was sitting. He grew uncomfortable and
avoided my eyes. I hate those who think fat people are stupid.' An obese woman and her lover, a dwarf,
are sick of being stared at wherever they go, and so decide to reverse roles. The man goes out wearing
make up and the woman draws a moustache on her face. But while the woman wants to hide away from the

world, the man meets the stares from passers-by head on, compiling his 'Dictionary of Gazes' to explore
the boundaries between appearance and reality. Intertwined with the story of a bizarre freak-show
organised in Istanbul in the 1880s, The Gaze considers the damage which can be inflicted by our simple
desire to look at others. "Beautifully evoked" - The Times "Original and Compelling" - TLS "Plays with
ideas of beauty and ugliness like they're Rubik's cubes" - Helen Oyeyemi "Entertaining and affecting" Publishers' Weekly Elif Shafak is the acclaimed author of The Bastard of Istanbul and The Forty Rules of
Love and is the most widely read female novelist in Turkey. Her work has been translated into more than
thirty languages. She is a contributor for The Telegraph, Guardian and the New York Times and her TED
talk on the politics of fiction has received 500 000 viewers since July 2010. She is married with two
children and divides her time between Istanbul and London.
Like a Sword Wound
Dec 02 2019 A “magical, marvellous” epic of an empire in collapse: Book one in the
acclaimed Ottoman Quartet by the award-winning Turkish author and political dissident (La Stampa, Italy).
Tracking the decline and fall of the Ottoman empire, Ahmet Altan’s Ottoman Quartet spans fifty years from
the end of the nineteenth century to the post-WWI rise of Atatu ?rk as leader of the new Turkey. In Like
a Sword Wound, a modern-day resident of Istanbul is visited by the ghosts of his ancestors, finally free
to tell their stories “under the broad, dark wings of death.” Among the characters who come to life are
an Ottoman army officer; the Sultan’s personal doctor; a scion of the royal house whose Western education
brings him into conflict with his family’s legacy; and a beguiling Turkish aristocrat who, while fond of
her emancipated life in Paris, finds herself drawn to a conservative Muslim spiritual leader. As their
stories of intimate desire and personal betrayal unfold, the society that spawned them is transforming
and the sublime empire disintegrating. Here is a Turkish saga reminiscent of War and Peace, written in
lively, contemporary prose that traces not only the social currents of the time but also the erotic and
emotional lives of its characters. “An engrossing novel of obsessive love and oppressive tyranny, a tale
of collapse that dramatizes the fateful moments of an empire and its subjects.” —Publishers Weekly
(starred review)
Walking on the Ceiling
Jul 29 2019 "[Sava?] writes with both sensuality and coolness, as if determined
to find a rational explanation for the irrationality of existence..." -- The New York Times "I fell in
love with this book." -- Katie Kitamura, author of A Separation A mesmerizing novel set in Paris and a
changing Istanbul, about a young Turkish woman grappling with her past and her complicated relationship
with a famous British writer. After her mother's death, Nunu moves from Istanbul to a small apartment in
Paris. One day outside of a bookstore, she meets M., an older British writer whose novels about Istanbul
Nunu has always admired. They find themselves walking the streets of Paris and talking late into the
night. What follows is an unusual friendship of eccentric correspondence and long walks around the city.
M. is working on a new novel set in Turkey and Nunu tells him about her family, hoping to impress and
inspire him. She recounts the idyllic landscapes of her past, mythical family meals, and her elaborate
childhood games. As she does so, she also begins to confront her mother's silence and anger, her father's
death, and the growing unrest in Istanbul. Their intimacy deepens, so does Nunu's fear of revealing too
much to M. and of giving too much of herself and her Istanbul away. Most of all, she fears that she will
have to face her own guilt about her mother and the narratives she's told to protect herself from her
memories. A wise and unguarded glimpse into a young woman's coming into her own, Walking on the Ceiling
is about memory, the pleasure of invention, and those places, real and imagined, we can't escape.
You and Me on Vacation
Aug 22 2021 Two friends. Ten trips. Their last chance to fall in love... -----'One of my favourite authors' Colleen Hoover, It Ends With Us 'A gorgeous romance' Beth O'Leary, The NoShow 'Loveable characters, hilarious wit and steamy sexual chemistry' Laura Jane Williams, Our Stop *Also
known as People We Meet On Vacation* 12 YEARS AGO: Poppy and Alex meet. They hate each other, and are
pretty confident they'll never speak again. 11 YEARS AGO: They're forced to share a ride home from
college and by the end of it a friendship is formed. And a pact: every year, one vacation together. 10
YEARS AGO: Alex discovers his fear of flying on the way to Vancouver. Poppy holds his hand the whole way.
7 YEARS AGO: They get far too drunk and narrowly avoid getting matching tattoos in New Orleans. 2 YEARS
AGO: It all goes wrong. THIS YEAR: Poppy asks Alex to join her on one last trip. A trip that will
determine the rest of their lives. You and Me on Vacation is a New York Times bestselling love story for
fans of When Harry Met Sally, One Day and Casey McQuiston. Get ready to travel the world, snort with
laughter and - most of all - lose your heart to Poppy and Alex. ------ 'Our generation's answer to Nora
Ephron' Sophie Cousens, This Time Next Year 'So warm and funny' Paige Toon, The Minute I Saw You 'The
hottest book of the summer - the pages simply sizzle!' Josie Silver, One Night on the Island 'Emily Henry
is my newest automatic-buy author . . . a heartfelt, funny, tender escape that you wish could last
forever' Jodi Picoult, Wish You Were Here 'A compulsively readable book full of sparkling wit, dazzling
prose and a romance that grabbed me by the heart and wouldn't let me go' Abby Jiminez, Part of Your World
'Funny, and seriously sizzling' BEST 'If whipcrack banter and sexual tension is your catnip, you'll adore
this book' Sally Thorne, The Hating Game 'What an absolute flipping triumph of a novel!!! I LOVED it '
Emma Cooper, It Was Always You
The Icarus Girl
Jun 19 2021 Jessamy Harrison is eight years old. Sensitive, whimsical, possessed of a
powerful imagination, she spends hours writing, reading or simply hiding in the dark warmth of the airing
cupboard. As the half-and-half child of an English father and a Nigerian mother, Jess just can't shake
off the feeling of being alone wherever she goes, and other kids are wary of her terrified fits of
screaming. When she is taken to her mother's family compound in Nigeria, she encounters Titiola, a ragged
little girl her own age. It seems that at last Jess has found someone who will understand her. TillyTilly
knows secrets both big and small. But as she shows Jess just how easy it is to hurt those around her,
Jess begins to realise that she doesn't know who TillyTilly is at all.

Honour Aug 02 2022 From the Orange Prize long-listed and award-winning author of The Forty Rules of Love
and The Bastard of Istanbul Elif Shafak, Honour is a novel of love, betrayal and a clash of cultures. 'My
mother died twice. I promised myself I would not let her story be forgotten . . .' Leaving her twin
sister behind, Pembe leaves Turkey for love - following her husband Adem to London. There the Topraks
hope to make new lives for themselves and their children. Yet, no matter how far they travel, the
traditions and beliefs the Topraks left behind stay with them - carried in the blood. Their eldest is the
boy Iskender, who remembers Turkey and feels betrayal deeper than most. His sister is Esma, who is loyal
and true despite the pain and heartache. And, lastly, Yunus, who was born in London, and is shy and
different. Trapped by the mistakes of the past, the Toprak children find their lives shattered and
transformed by a brutal act of murder . . . A powerful novel set in Turkey and London in the 1970s,
Honour explores pain and loss, loyalty and betrayal, the trials of the immigrant, the clash of tradition
and modernity, as well as the love and heartbreak that too often tears families apart. 'A powerful book;
thoughtful, provoking and compassionate' Joanne Harris, author of Chocolat 'Rich and wide as the
Euphrates river along whose banks it begins and ends, Elif Shafak has woven with masterful care and
compassion one immigrant family's heartbreaking story - a story nurtured in the terrible silences between
men and women trying to grow within ancient ways, all the while growing past them. I loved this book'
Sarah Blake, author of The Postmistress Elif Shafak is the acclaimed author of The Bastard of Istanbul
and The Forty Rules of Love and is the most widely read female novelist in Turkey. Her work has been
translated into more than thirty languages. She is a contributor for The Telegraph, Guardian and the New
York Times and her TED talk on the politics of fiction has received 500 000 views since July 2010. She is
married with two children and divides her time between Istanbul and London.
A Year with Rumi
Feb 02 2020 Coleman Barks has played a central role in making the Sufi mystic Rumi the
most popular poet in the world. A Year with Rumi brings together 365 of Barks's elegant and beautiful
translations of Rumi's greatest poems, including fifteen never-before-published poems. Barks includes an
Introduction that sets Rumi in his context and an Afterword musing on poetry of the mysterious and the
sacred. Join Coleman Barks and Rumi for a year-long journey into the mystical and sacred within and
without. Join them in recognizing and embracing the divine in the sublime, in the ordinary, and in us
all.
The Gaze Oct 04 2022 'I didn't say anything. I didn't return his smiles. I looked at him in the wide
mirror in front of where I was sitting. He grew uncomfortable and avoided my eyes. I hate those who think
fat people are stupid.' An obese woman and her lover, a dwarf, are sick of being stared at wherever they
go, and so decide to reverse roles. The man goes out wearing make up and the woman draws a moustache on
her face. But while the woman wants to hide away from the world, the man meets the stares from passers-by
head on, compiling his 'Dictionary of Gazes' to explore the boundaries between appearance and reality.
Intertwined with the story of a bizarre freak-show organized in Istanbul in the 1880s, The Gaze considers
the damage which can be inflicted by our simple desire to look at others.
Birds Without Wings
May 19 2021 In his first novel since Corelli’s Mandolin, Louis de Bernières creates
a world, populates it with characters as real as our best friends, and launches it into the maelstrom of
twentieth-century history. The setting is a small village in southwestern Anatolia in the waning years of
the Ottoman Empire. Everyone there speaks Turkish, though they write it in Greek letters. It’s a place
that has room for a professional blasphemer; where a brokenhearted aga finds solace in the arms of a
Circassian courtesan who isn’t Circassian at all; where a beautiful Christian girl named Philothei is
engaged to a Muslim boy named Ibrahim. But all of this will change when Turkey enters the modern world.
Epic in sweep, intoxicating in its sensual detail, Birds Without Wings is an enchantment.
The Happiness of Blond People
May 31 2022 Penguin Specials are designed to fill a gap. Written to be
read over a long commute or a short journey, they are original and exclusively in digital form. This is
Elif Shafak's examination of national identity. "You know, I never understand. How come their children
are so quiet and well disciplined?" "Yeah," said the distressed father, his voice suddenly softer. "Blond
children never cry, do they?" As Elif Shafak stands in line at the airport, she overhears a Turkish
father expressing to a friend his bewilderment at the cultural differences he's experienced since
immigrating to northern Europe. Is it true, she wonders, that the citizens of these countries are
genuinely happier? Why do people leave their homes for other countries? And what lessons can we all
learn, for the creation of truly harmonious societies, from the experiences of immigrants? In the light
of the recent backlash against multiculturalism and the influx of millions of Muslims into Europe from
the east, this powerful and personal essay uses the lived experience of immigrants to examine this most
hotly debated subject.
A Transnational Poetics
Sep 30 2019 Poetry is often viewed as culturally homogeneous—“stubbornly
national,” in T. S. Eliot’s phrase, or “the most provincial of the arts,” according to W. H. Auden. But
in A Transnational Poetics, Jahan Ramazani uncovers the ocean-straddling energies of the poetic
imagination—in modernism and the Harlem Renaissance; in post–World War II North America and the North
Atlantic; and in ethnic American, postcolonial, and black British writing. Cross-cultural exchange and
influence are, he argues, among the chief engines of poetic development in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Reexamining the work of a wide array of poets, from Eliot, Yeats, and Langston Hughes to
Elizabeth Bishop, Lorna Goodison, and Agha Shahid Ali, Ramazani reveals the many ways in which modern and
contemporary poetry in English overflows national borders and exceeds the scope of national literary
paradigms. Through a variety of transnational templates—globalization, migration, travel, genre,
influence, modernity, decolonization, and diaspora—he discovers poetic connection and dialogue across
nations and even hemispheres.
The Runaways Jan 15 2021 "Dazzling. A novel that holds up to scrutiny a world of claustrophobic war

zones, virulent social media and cities collapsing upon themselves, and then sets it down again,
transformed by the grace of storytelling." – Siddartha Deb, author of The Point of Return Anita lives in
Karachi’s biggest slum. Her mother is a maalish wali, paid to massage the tired bones of rich women. But
Anita's life will change forever when she meets her elderly neighbour, a man whose shelves of books
promise an escape to a different world. On the other side of Karachi lives Monty, whose father owns half
the city and expects great things of him. But when a beautiful and rebellious girl joins his school,
Monty will find his life going in a very different direction. Sunny's father left India and went to
England to give his son the opportunities he never had. Yet Sunny doesn't fit in anywhere. It's only when
his charismatic cousin comes back into his life that he realises his life could hold more possibilities
than he ever imagined. These three lives will cross in the desert, a place where life and death walk hand
in hand, and where their closely guarded secrets will force them to make a terrible choice.
1914 - Goodbye to All That
May 07 2020 In this collection of essays, ten leading writers from different
countries consider the conflicts that have informed their own literary lives. 1914-Goodbye to All That
borrows its title from Robert Graves's "bitter leave-taking of England" in which he writes not only of
the First World War but the questions it raised: how to live, how to live with each other, and how to
write. Interpreting this title as broadly and ambiguously as Graves intended, these essays mark the War's
centenary by reinvigorating these questions. The book includes Elif Shafak on an inheritance of silence
in Turkey, Ali Smith on lost voices in Scotland, Xiaolu Guo on the 100,000 Chinese sent to the Front,
Daniel Kehlmann on hypnotism in Berlin, Colm Toibin on Lady Gregory losing her son fighting for Britain
as she fought for an independent Ireland, Kamila Shamsie on reimagining Karachi, Erwin Mortier on
occupied Belgium's legacy of shame, NoViolet Bulawayo on Zimbabwe and clarity, Ales Steger on resisting
history in Slovenia, and Jeanette Winterson on what art is for. Contributors include: Ali Smith Scotland Ales Steger - Slovenia Jeanette Winterson - England Elif Shafak - Turkey NoViolet Bulawayo Zimbabwe Colm Toíbín - Ireland Xiaolu Guo - China Erwin Mortier - Belgium Kamila Shamsie - Pakistan
Daniel Kehlmann - Germany From the Trade Paperback edition.
Three Daughters of Eve
Oct 24 2021 *As mentioned on BBC's Desert Island Discs* 'A fascinating
exploration of faith and friendship, rich and poor, and the devastating clash of tradition and modernity'
Independent Set across Istanbul and Oxford, from the 1980s to the present day, Three Daughters of Eve is
a sweeping tale of faith and friendship, tradition and modernity, love and an unexpected betrayal. Peri,
a wealthy Turkish housewife, is on her way to a dinner party at a seaside mansion in Istanbul when a
beggar snatches her handbag. As she wrestles to get it back, a photograph falls to the ground - an old
polaroid of three young women and their university professor. A relic from a past - and a love - Peri had
tried desperately to forget. The photograph takes Peri back to Oxford University, as an eighteen year old
sent abroad for the first time. To her dazzling, rebellious Professor and his life-changing course on
God. To her home with her two best friends, Shirin and Mona, and their arguments about Islam and
femininity. And finally, to the scandal that tore them all apart.
Rumi's Little Book of Wisdom
Apr 05 2020 Life-changing wisdom from the popular Persian sage and poet
This is a collection of inspirational wisdom for living a meaningful and productive life. The selection
of quotations is chosen to reflect Rumi’s inspiring and uplifting approach to life and address the
inevitable issues that we encounter during our lifetimes. Here, Rumi talks directly to us, just as he did
to his contemporaries 800 years ago. The wisdom includes no-nonsense statements, observations, and facts,
ranging from matters of the heart, to understanding human nature, to embracing the nature of the divine.
The end result is an extended meditation on how to live one’s life with meaning, productivity, and
kindness. This new translation of Rumi’s wisdom is fresh, contemporary, and practical. It will appeal to
the many who have loved his poetry, those who need a dose of daily inspiration, spiritual seekers, and
those looking for traditional Sufi wisdom. Selections from Rumi’s Little Book of Wisdom: “People always
fall in love with what they can’t have. They readily give up their freedom in order to own what they
can’t understand; and they never fully appreciate what they’ve rightfully owned from the beginning.”
“There is never a moment when we’re not in love. Every hour there might be a new love: the love of sleep,
love of rest, love of the harp, or simply love of beauty. When we feel enveloped by these feelings, we
know we’re enveloped by Love.” “What a shame to finally reach the open sea but settle for a modest jug of
water!"
The Architect's Apprentice
Feb 25 2022 A colorful, magical tale set during the height of the Ottoman
Empire, from the acclaimed author of The Island of Missing Trees (a Reese's Book Club Pick) Chosen for
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall’s “Reading Room” Book Club In this novel, Turkey’s preeminent female writer
spins an epic tale spanning nearly a century in the life of the Ottoman Empire. In 1540, twelve-year-old
Jahan arrives in Istanbul. As an animal tamer in the sultan’s menagerie, he looks after the exceptionally
smart elephant Chota and befriends (and falls for) the sultan’s beautiful daughter, Princess Mihrimah. A
palace education leads Jahan to Mimar Sinan, the empire’s chief architect, who takes Jahan under his wing
as they construct (with Chota’s help) some of the most magnificent buildings in history. Yet even as they
build Sinan’s triumphant masterpieces—the incredible Suleymaniye and Selimiye mosques—dangerous
undercurrents begin to emerge, with jealousy erupting among Sinan’s four apprentices. A memorable story
of artistic freedom, creativity, and the clash between science and fundamentalism, Shafak’s intricate
novel brims with vibrant characters, intriguing adventure, and the lavish backdrop of the Ottoman court,
where love and loyalty are no match for raw power.
The Forty Rules of Love
Jul 01 2022 *The international bestseller* "Every true love and friendship is a
story of unexpected transformation. If we are the same person before and after we loved, that means we
haven't loved enough..." Ella Rubinstein has a husband, three teenage children, and a pleasant home.
Everything that should make her confident and fulfilled. Yet there is an emptiness at the heart of Ella's

life - an emptiness once filled by love. So when Ella reads a manuscript about the thirteenth-century
Sufi poet Rumi and Shams of Tabriz, and his forty rules of life and love, her world is turned upside
down. She embarks on a journey to meet the mysterious author of this work. It is a quest infused with
Sufi mysticism and verse, taking Ella and us into an exotic world where faith and love are
heartbreakingly explored. . . 'Enlightening, enthralling. An affecting paean to faith and love' Metro
'Colourfully woven and beguilingly intelligent' Daily Telegraph 'The past and present fit together
beautifully in a passionate defence of passion itself' The Times
The Island of Missing Trees
Mar 29 2022 Booker short-listed author
The Passenger: Turkey
Sep 22 2021 Turkish culture and history is explored in the wide-ranging series
that is “like a literary vacation” (Publishers Weekly). The birth of the “New Turkey,” as the country’s
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has called his own creation, is an exemplary story of the rise of
“illiberal democracies” through the erosion of civil liberties, press freedom, and the independence of
the judicial system. Turkey was a complex country long before the rise of its new sultan: Born out of the
ashes of a vast multi-ethnic and multi-religious empire, Turkey has grappled through its relatively short
history with the definition of its own identity. Poised between competing ideologies, secularism and
piousness, a militaristic nationalism and exceptional openness to foreigners, Turkey defies easy labels
and categories. Through the voices of some of its best writers and journalists—many of them in selfimposed exile—The Passenger: Turkey tries to make sense of this fascinating, maddening country, analyzing
how it got to where it is now, and finding the bright spots of hope that allow its always resourceful,
often frustrated population to continue living, and thriving. In this volume:The Big Dig by Elif Batuman
A Story of Dust and Light by Burhan Sönmez An Author Recommends by Elif Shafak Plus: the thirty-year coup
and the dam that is washing away 12,000 years of history, and more.
The Quarter
Jul 21 2021 These recently discovered stories by Nobel Laureate Naguib Mahfouz take us deep
into the beating heart of Cairo
The Black Book
Apr 17 2021 The Black Book is Orhan Pamuk's tour de force, a stunning tapestry of Middle
Eastern and Islamic culture which confirmed his reputation as a writer of international stature. Richly
atmospheric and Rabelaisian in scope, it is a labyrinthine novel suffused with the sights, sounds and
scents of Istanbul, an unforgettable evocation of the city where East meets West, and a boldly
unconventional mystery that plumbs the elusive nature of identity, fiction, interpretation and reality.
Indelicacy
Nov 12 2020 FINALIST FOR THE CENTER FOR FICTION'S FIRST NOVEL PRIZE "Cain’s small but mighty
novel reads like a ghost story and packs the punch of a feminist classic." —The New York Times Book
Review A haunted feminist fable, Amina Cain’s Indelicacy is the story of a woman navigating between
gender and class roles to empower herself and fulfill her dreams. In "a strangely ageless world somewhere
between Emily Dickinson and David Lynch" (Blake Butler), a cleaning woman at a museum of art nurtures
aspirations to do more than simply dust the paintings around her. She dreams of having the liberty to
explore them in writing, and so must find a way to win herself the time and security to use her mind. She
escapes her lot by marrying a rich man, but having gained a husband, a house, high society, and a maid,
she finds that her new life of privilege is no less constrained. Not only has she taken up different
forms of time-consuming labor—social and erotic—but she is now, however passively, forcing other women to
clean up after her. Perhaps another and more drastic solution is necessary? Reminiscent of a lost
Victorian classic in miniature, yet taking equal inspiration from such modern authors as Jean Rhys,
Octavia Butler, Clarice Lispector, and Jean Genet, Amina Cain's Indelicacy is at once a ghost story
without a ghost, a fable without a moral, and a down-to-earth investigation of the barriers faced by
women in both life and literature. It is a novel about seeing, class, desire, anxiety, pleasure,
friendship, and the battle to find one’s true calling.
A Migrating Bird: A Short Story from the collection, Reader, I Married Him
Dec 26 2021 A short story by
Elif Shafak from the collection Reader, I Married Him: Stories inspired by Jane Eyre.
The Book Of Echoes
Dec 14 2020 SHORTLISTED FOR THE AUTHOR'S CLUB FIRST NOVEL AWARD, THE RSL CHRISTOPHER
BLAND PRIZE and THE HWA DEBUT CROWN AWARD 'A new classic' SARA COLLINS, author of THE CONFESSIONS OF
FRANNIE LANGTON 'Impassioned. Lyrical and affecting' GUARDIAN _____________ Brixton 1981. Sixteen-yearold Michael is already on the wrong side of the law. In in his community, where job opportunities are low
and drug-running is high, this is nothing new. But when Michael falls for Ngozi, a vibrant young
immigrant from the Nigerian village of Obowi, their startling connection runs far deeper than they
realise. Narrated by the spirit of an African woman who lost her life on a slave ship two centuries
earlier, her powerful story reveals how Michael and Ngozi's struggle for happiness began many lifetimes
ago. Through haunting, lyrical words, one unforgettable message resonates: love, hope and unity will heal
us all. _____________ 'A searing, rhapsodic novel. Filled with beauty, devastation and the power of
ancestral connections that ripple through the ages' IRENOSEN OKOJIE, author of NUDIBRANCH 'A gorgeous
book' ALEX WHEATLE, author of BRIXTON ROCK _____________ Readers love THE BOOK OF ECHOES: 'A powerful and
honest debut which is going to stay with me for a long time' ***** 'You can feel Amaka's passion rising
off the page' ***** 'BRILLIANT, thoughtful and masterfully crafted' ***** 'Oh my goodness, the book
itself is even more beautiful and haunting than the cover' *****
A Woman Looking at Men Looking at Women
Jul 09 2020 A compelling, radical, “richly explored” (The New
York Times Book Review), and “insightful” (Vanity Fair) collection of essays on art, feminism,
neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy from prize-winning novelist Siri Hustvedt, the acclaimed author
of The Blazing World and What I Loved. In a trilogy of works brought together in a single volume, Siri
Hustvedt demonstrates the striking range and depth of her knowledge in both the humanities and the
sciences. Armed with passionate curiosity, a sense of humor, and insights from many disciplines she
repeatedly upends received ideas and cultural truisms. “A Woman Looking at Men Looking at Women” (which

provided the title of this book) examines particular artworks but also human perception itself, including
the biases that influence how we judge art, literature, and the world. Picasso, de Kooning, Louise
Bourgeois, Anselm Kiefer, Susan Sontag, Robert Mapplethorpe, and Karl Ove Knausgaard all come under
Hustvedt’s intense scrutiny. “The Delusions of Certainty” exposes how the age-old, unresolved mind-body
problem has shaped and often distorted and confused contemporary thought in neuroscience, psychiatry,
genetics, artificial intelligence, and evolutionary psychology. “What Are We? Lectures on the Human
Condition” includes a powerful reading of Kierkegaard, a trenchant analysis of suicide, and penetrating
reflections on the mysteries of hysteria, synesthesia, memory and space, and the philosophical dilemmas
of fiction. A Woman Looking at Men Looking at Women is an “erudite” (Booklist), “wide-ranging,
irreverent, and absorbing meditation on thinking, knowing, and being” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review).
The Numbers Game
Jan 03 2020 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In Danielle Steel’s stunning novel, modern
relationships come together, fall apart, and are reinvented over time, proving that age is just a number.
Eileen Jackson was happy to set aside her own dreams to raise a family with her husband, Paul. Together
they built an ordinary life in a Connecticut town, the perfect place for their kids to grow up. But when
Eileen discovers that Paul’s late nights in the city are hiding an affair with a younger woman, she
begins to question all those years of sacrifice and compromise. On the brink of forty and wondering what
she’s going to do with the rest of her life, is it too late for her to start over? Meanwhile, as Paul is
thrust back into the role of suburban fatherhood, his girlfriend, Olivia, is in Manhattan, struggling to
find herself in the shadow of her mother, a famous actress, and her grandmother, a fiercely independent
ninety-two-year-old artist. With their unique brands of advice ringing in her head, Olivia takes a major
step, expanding her art gallery business internationally. Seeing her mother pursue old dreams and even
find new love, Olivia realizes that there is so much she must learn about herself before committing her
life to someone else. Ultimately, Eileen decides to chase her own dreams as well. She’s off to Paris to
attend Le Cordon Bleu cooking school. What awaits is an adventure that reinvents her life and redefines
her. At every age, there are challenges to be met and new worlds to discover. In this surprising,
illuminating novel, Danielle Steel gives us a warmhearted portrait of people driven by their emotions,
life experiences, and loyalties, who realize that it’s never too late to turn a new page and start again.
A Cup of Friendship
Oct 12 2020 Running a Kabul coffee shop that is patronized by ex-pats, American
Sunny reaches out to a growing circle of new friends including a pregnant rape victim, a journalist with
a painful secret, and a den mother who is engaged in a complicated affair.
Angela Carter's Nights at the Circus
Mar 17 2021 A highly original and influential work of modern
British literature, Angela Carter’s Nights at the Circus combines a fantastically creative plot with a
strong political undertone. The result is an emotive and provocative novel, which has attracted much
critical attention from a range of perspectives including poststructuralism, gender studies,
postmodernism and psychoanalysis. This guide to Angela Carter’s complex novel, presents: an accessible
introduction to the text and contexts of Nights at the Circus a critical history, surveying the many
interpretations of the text from publication to the present a selection of new critical essays on the
Nights at the Circus, by Heather Johnson, Jeannette Baxter, Sarah Sceats and Helen Stoddart, providing a
variety of perspectives on the novel and extending the coverage of key critical approaches identified in
the survey section cross-references between sections of the guide, in order to suggest links between
texts, contexts and criticism suggestions for further reading. Part of the Routledge Guides to Literature
series, this volume is essential reading for all those beginning detailed study of Nights at the Circus
and seeking not only a guide to the novel, but a way through the wealth of contextual and critical
material that surrounds Carter’s text.
The Red Notebook
Mar 05 2020 ‘A clever, funny novel . . . a masterpiece of Parisian perfection’ Duchess
of Cornwall 'The very quintessence of French romance' The Times Bookseller Laurent Letellier comes across
an abandoned handbag on a Parisian street, and feels impelled to return it to its owner. The bag contains
no money, phone or contact information. But a small red notebook with handwritten thoughts and jottings
reveals a person that Laurent would very much like to meet. Without even a name to go on, and only a few
of her possessions to help him, how is he to find one woman in a city of millions?
Mirror, Shoulder, Signal
Jun 07 2020 A smart, witty novel of driving lessons and vertigo, short-listed
for the Man Booker International Prize Sonja is ready to get on with her life. She’s over forty now, and
the Swedish crime novels she translates are losing their fascination. She sees a masseuse, tries to
reconnect with her sister, and is finally learning to drive. But under the overbearing gaze of her
driving instructor, Sonja is unable to shift gears for herself. And her vertigo, which she has always
carefully hidden, has begun to manifest at the worst possible moments. Sonja hoped her move to Copenhagen
years ago would have left rural Jutland in the rearview mirror. Yet she keeps remembering the dramatic
landscapes of her childhood—the endless sky, the whooper swans, the rye fields—and longs to go back. But
how can she return to a place that she no longer recognizes? And how can she escape the alienating
streets of Copenhagen? In Mirror, Shoulder, Signal, Dorthe Nors brings her distinctive blend of style,
humor, and insight to a poignant journey of one woman in search of herself when there’s no one to ask for
directions.
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